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I hale lrad lhe p.ivilege of
c o n d u c r i n g  r e s e a r c h  i n
Sedgelield for lhree monlhs for
m y  P h D  i n  G c o g r a p h y ,
UniYc6ily of Exetei UK. with
strpporr fron the Sushinabihy
Research Unn, NMMU, Geolge
caDrpus. I havc bccn cxploring
h o w  r e s i d e n t s  l i v  i n g  i n
Sedgetleld town and Smulsville
are lble to respond 10 diflerenl
dsks and unexpccted events rfidt
lhey may face both now and in
rhe future. In doinS so, I have
ftdlitatcd a scrics ofworkshops
lhal have supponed residcn$ in
rhirking about whar Sedgefreld
and Smutsvillc could look likc in
2050: whal they wanl it to look
like; what can be done ro *ork
lowards thcir desired futures
t a k i n g  p l a c c :  a n d  w h o s e
.esponsibilny is il ro suppon
these fururesoccuring.
This has proved lo bc a useful
and eDl ightcning cxcrc isc.
Rcsidcnts halc reported that
thcse workshops have enablcd
thed lo lhink direrenrly when
pl.nning for an uncenain fDture.
Tlrs has inclL'dcd rcflccl'ng on
wlat  communi ly  act ion is
curently bcing underlakcn and
what changes nry need to be
nladc so rhrl progrcss towards
thcir desired fulrtrcs c.n occur
A  l l h o u g h  p a r l t c i p a n l s  i n
Sedgeficld town and Snrulsville

dcvclopcd diffcrcnt sccnarios
around whal rhey would like
theircommDnity in 2050 to look
1ike. there wcrc simila.itics
bctwcen rhen. especially around
educarion and lhe desire ior
berter community leadership.
Substantiallbcus for bolh scts of
residcnts was also on hos to
work beuer to8erherso thrt norc
elTectivc codrunity oulcomes
can be achievcd lonSerlenn.
Due to the succcss of these
workshops. ajoinl necring with
rJa icipalts fron Sedgelield
l o w n  r n d  S  m u t s  !  i l l e  h a s
r c c e n r l y  b c e n  1 1 c l d .  T h i s
provided thc opportunity for
rcsidcnls to sharc rvilh cach
othcr thcir visions lbr the lurure
ro aid lrcarer undcBunding
bclwecn residcnls o\cr\h.t il is

rhey want  and whar thei r
individual peBpectives are. This
included discusion around lhcir
ditlerences and corc.ete sreps
about *hat can be done next. A
second meeting will be aranged
betwccn rcsidcnts so lhat rhis
coDnrunication conti.ues. with
the ain of invol!ing wider
codmuniry intcresl and suppon

Prior to undcdaking hcr PhD.
Lucy sorked i! rhe field ol
intemational developnent on
pro'poor responses ro crlmare
chanSe adaplation at communily
level in Banghdcsh lnd Atiica.
Shchlsworkcd with both privatc
a n d  i n l c r n a t i o n ! l  n o n -
govern 'nenLar organrsat lons,
r c s e a r c h  i n s t i r u t c s ,  a n d
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